Esophago-pericardial fistula. A case report and review of the literature.
A case of esophago-pericardial fistula is described which was treated successfully by pericardial drainage and closure of the fistula 12 days after perforation. The condition is rare and often fatal. In 29 reported cases there were only 5 survivors. On the basis of our observation and a review of the literature it is concluded that the first step in the treatment should be pericardial drainage and antibiotic coverage, followed by elective operative closure of the fistula.